
A Melting Pot 
 

Many settlers in the Wayne area were born in New York, 

Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, and Ohio.  A number came 

from the smaller New England states of Vermont, Connecti-

cut, New Hampshire, and Maine.  But Wayne also welcomed 

a number of immigrants from Europe to pursue new lives in 

their growing community. 

 

Originally from England, Samuel and Elizabeth 

Harwood (photo of marker at left), George 

Kingsland, William Gilbert , and John and 

Hannah Yoxen (Milin) lived in the Nankin 

Township area.  Henry Stokes, who settled in 

Nankin as early as 1840, was an English sailor 

and later farmer.   

 

Ireland was the birth country of 

many Wayne area citizens, including Robert 

Adams, Jane Burnett, John Crawford , Tho-

mas McKeag, Susan (her marker to the right) 

and William McKillop , David Montgomery, 

and Andrew Robinson.  The Killens, Nathan 

and Mary , had three sons, James, Charles, and 

Nathan Jr. 

 

The Scots were well represented in Wayne.  Besides Dr. Tho-

mas Morrison, James Dawson, born about 1800, settled in 

Nankin in 1840 after first spending time in Massachusetts.  

Robert and Isobelle Hosie, parents of James Hosie (Wayne 

Savings Bank founder and city councilman in 1900), were 

living in Nankin by 1860.   

 

Besides the British Isles, a number of families were of Ger-

man descent.  Michael Schaible, born in Wurttemburg, Ger-

many, was the proprietor of the ñGerman 

House.ò  Michael and Mary Frank , John and 

Rosanna Lohr and their son John, Jacob and 

Octavia Sawslayer, Jacob and Elizabeth 

Schambers, and Charles and Mary Schrader 

are buried as families, ending their long jour-

ney that began in Germany.  Charles Buhrer 

is buried alone amongst the Germans in Old 

Wayne Cemetery.  Close ties to their heritage 

is evident in the markers that memorialize 

Jachim Muller  (marker at left), his son 

Christopher, and Christopherôs wife Christine ð all written 

in German! 

 

Canada was the home country for Peter Doolittle, Henry 

Putman, and Julia Van Allen. 

 

And though he was born in Detroit, Michi-

gan in 1813, Mitchell Raymo (his familyôs 

surname varied over the years from Ray-

mond to Remoo) could trace his family tree 

back to the 1630s in France, his ancestors 

first settling in Montreal, Quebec.  His first 

wife, Laura (Drake) Raymo, and second 

wife, Margaret (Denniston Mains) Raymo 

(marker at right), are buried here.   

Kind Words for the Departed 
 

An epitaph is a phrase found on a marker that is the final 

ñwordò on a personôs life.  It can be simple, such as ñGone 

Home,ò or it can be as complex as any number of lines of 

biblical or other known texts.  It can be as common as ñGone 

but not Forgotten,ò or ñAt Restò or it can be an original 

phrase that the deceased chose during his life as a representa-

tion of his life, personality, and eternal 

remembrance to the passerby.   

 

The most original and personal epitaph in 

Old Wayne Cemetery is that of John 

Tinkham (born in Maine in 1789): 

 

John Tinkham is my name, 

America in my nation,  

Michigan is my dwelling place,   

And Christ is my salvation. 

 

Epitaphs had many meanings, and likely different meanings 

to the surviving loved ones.  A common epitaph that was 

meant to comfort the bereaved is as follows: 

 

Dearest (sister, brother, etc.) thou has left us, 

Here thy loss we deeply feel. 

But, tis God that hath bereft us, 

He can all our sorrow heal. 

 

Another comforting epitaph informs that 

reader that the deceased is better off now 

and no longer suffering: 

 

His pains all oôer, 

His sorrow past, 

Lifeôs armor laid to rest, 

He reaps the great reward at last, 

In Heaven to abide. 

(James Bogardusô marker). 

 

Other words of comfort come from The Bible, such as: 

 

Blessed are the Dead which Die in the Lord. 

(Revelations 14:13, Phylinda Knickerbockerôs marker) 

 

For he remembers we are dust, 

And  he our frame well knows. 

Frail man, his days are like the grass,  

As flowôr in field he grows. 

(Psalm 103:14-15, Scottish Psalter and Paraphrases, marker 

of James Dawson) 

 

But sometimes the most simple and 

straightforward can be the most heart-

felt and poignant.  Michael Schaibleôs 

family noted that ñWe Miss Him at 

Home.ò  And the parents of John M. 

Snyder, who died at 3 years, 4 

months, simply told the world that 

ñWe loved him.ò 
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Remember me when passing by 

As you are now, so once was I 

As I am now you soon shall be 

Prepare to die and follow me. 

Old Wayne Cemetery, located on the north side of Michigan 

Avenue, is a time capsule of the 19th century in Wayne and 

Nankin Township.  Measuring one and one-half acres, the 

first burial in the eastern half was for Sally Derby in 1834. 

The western half was dedicated to the cemetery by the Clark 

family when they buried James Clark there in 1846.  The last 

burial took place in 1916 when John Frank was laid to rest 

with his parents and brother.  City Council officially closed 

the cemetery July 9, 1918.  The fences were repainted and the 

brick pillars facing south to Michigan Avenue were erected 

before the dedication of the Historical Marker in 1971. 
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Founder & Family 
 

One man was most responsible for putting Wayne on the map 

ð Ezra Derby.  Born in Massachusetts in 1803, he arrived in 

southeastern Michigan after his 1826 marriage to Sally Rugg 

Blasdell.  They first settled in the Ypsilanti area, but relocated 

after purchasing land in what eventually became Wayne from 

the orphans of George Simmons.  Mr. Simmons was the first 

and only man to ever be sentenced to the death penalty by 

hanging in the State of Michigan.  Ezra 

Derby started a saw mill, built a black-

smithôs shop, and was appointed the 

areaôs first Justice of the Peace on De-

cember 31, 1834.  Sally Derby passed 

on in 1834, and was buried on a piece of 

land on the western edge of the Derby 

property, a lot that would become Old 

Wayne Cemetery.  Mr. Derbyôs town 

plat, 15 lots and the burial lot, was re-

corded officially May 29, 1835.  Ezra 

Derby donated the burial lot to the fledg-

ling community to preserve his wifeôs resting place and for 

future burial needs.  Mr. Derby married four more times, his 

second wife, Harriet  Hawley Collins, was a widow with two 

sons, Ira  and Giles, all three of 

whom are buried in the Derby plot 

in Old Wayne Cemetery.  Mr. 

Derbyôs third wife, Hannah Smith, 

a widow who resided two house-

holds away from the Derby family 

in 1850, was buried here after her 

death on December 29, 1856.  

Henry Derby, son of Ezra and first 

wife Sally, passed in 1866 and is 

buried near the eastern edge of the 

cemetery., outside the family plot.  

Ezra Derby died in 1877 at the age 

of 74, and was buried with his first three wives in Old Wayne 

Cemetery. 

 

Community & Spirituality 
 

Religion and the establishment of churches 

played prominent roles in the live of 19th 

century Wayne citizens.  Many of the per-

sons memorialized in Old Wayne Cemetery 

were prominent member of the Protestant 

churches of early Wayne.  A number of their 

religious leaders and their families find their 

eternal resting places in this cemetery.  

Chauncey Knickerbocker, buried with his wife 

Irene, was the Universalist minister for the town 

for many years.  After his passing in 1884 from 

heart disease, a simple but poignant memorial of 

ñClergyman & Patriotò adorns his marker.  Tho-

mas Shaftoe, also buried with his spouse, 

Phoebe, served the community as Baptist minis-

ter in the late 1880s and early 1890s.  In 1869, 

Reverend R.G. McCarthy , a Presbyterian minister, buried his 

wife Elizabeth with an infant daughter, having buried their 

5-year-old daughter Mary two years earlier here. 


